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From the Division President


Richard P. Mulcahy





Don’t Wait to Join Until it is Too Late!





	This is the last President’s column that I’ll write for this newsletter. I will be stepping down soon. Since this is my last column, a number of things occur to me: in particular, that whoever writes this column is preaching to the choir. You are not the people that I, or any other person who holds this office, needs to reach. Rather, it is our colleagues, both younger and older, who either haven’t heard of the AAUP, or who know about it, but haven’t joined. 


I wish I had an answer on how to reach these people. Sadly, I don’t. Although I have no data to prove this, it seems to me that most people don’t even think about the AAUP one way or the other until there is a problem on their campus. Therefore, in the absence of a fix, quick or otherwise, the only solution available is that each of us as individual members needs to step up and recruit for the organization. We need to make our presence felt. This can be done simply by talking about the Association, and what it does, to whoever may be willing to listen. In other words, once the choir gets the message, the choir itself needs to carry that message to others. And the message is a simple one – the AAUP is like insurance: you hope you never need it, but you’re glad to have it if the need arises. Our motto needs to be “Don’t wait to join until it is too late!” 


	In closing, I wish to say that it has been an honor to serve. With this, I encourage all of our members to at least consider getting involved with their local chapters, as well as running for any of the state-level offices. More than ever, in times like these, your colleagues need you.





Richard P. Mulcahy, President, Pennsylvania Division, 


American Association of University Professors.
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PA-AAUP Spring 2010 Election (continued)





annual meeting, which will be held at the Omni Shoreham Hotel in Washington, DC, June 9 – 12, 2010. All three delegates will represent the Pennsylvania Division at the Assembly of State Conferences meeting, scheduled for June 11, while two will represent Pennsylvania at the AAUP’s annual meeting proper.


	Enclosed with this newsletter is a ballot, with an addressed envelope. We ask all of our members to fill out the ballot, and then return it anonymously in the envelope provided. Marked ballots should be post-marked no later than May 10, 2010. Listed below are the candidates who are running, their biographies, and the offices they are seeking.





Vice President/President Elect: 





Tim H. Blessing - Professor of History and Political Science, Alvernia University (BA, University of Wyoming; MPA, MA, and Ph.D, Pennsylvania State University)





Professor Blessing is a long-time member of the AAUP; one of the founding members of the Alvernia University Chapter of the AAUP; and present president of the Alvernia Chapter of the AAUP.  A researcher in Leadership Studies since 1979, he is co-author of the Murray-Blessing and Blessing-You presidential evaluations and author of Greatness in the White House (Penn State Press) as well as articles in the Journal of American History, Presidential Studies Quarterly and White House Studies,. One of the founders of the Alvernia University Ph.D. program in Leadership Studies, his specialty in the program is systems theory. A frequent presenter on leadership at professional forums in the United States, in Europe and in Latin American, Dr. Blessing has presented at forums as diverse as International Leadership Association, the British Association of American Studies, the American Popular Culture Association, the Organization of American Historians, and the American Psychological Association. 





Secretary:





John Slimick - Associate Professor of Computer Science and Director of Computer Science, University of Pittsburgh at Bradford (BA, Virginia; MS, Stanford)





	In his time at Bradford, Professor Slimick has frequently served on the Tenure Committee, the Educational Policies Committee, and the Faculty Senate Council. He is currently the Vice President of the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford’s Faculty Senate and is a delegate to the Senate Assembly in Pittsburgh. He has taught for several other years in other schools in New Mexico, Tennessee, and West Virginia. His other life was as a programmer and systems analyst in the computer software industry. He has been involved in revising tenure documents at two schools and in a tenure appeal at another. He has served on the Pennsylvania Division Executive Committee for several years and as Secretary for one term. He has attended two National Meetings and visited legislators each time. He has enjoyed his work with the Committee and would like to continue.





Treasurer:





No nominee, write – in candidates only.






































If you have questions concerning Higher Education and the financial crisis, the AAUP maintains an FAQ section about this matter on its website at the following address: � HYPERLINK "http://www.aaup.org/aaup/financial/mainpage.htm" ��www.aaup.org/aaup/financial/mainpage.htm�.  


Also, a selection of policy statements from the AAUP’s Redbook is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.aaup.org/AAUP/pubsres/policydocs/" ��www.aaup.org/AAUP/pubsres/policydocs/�














At-Large Member, Pennsylvania AAUP Executive Committee:





Michael L. Levitan - Associate Professor, Mathematical Sciences, Villanova University (B.S, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; M.S., Ph.D, University of Minnesota)





	Since I have been a representative to the Villanova university-wide faculty advisory body for many, many years, I feel that I have considerable knowledge and understanding of university processes. I would hope to use this experience to help foster and motivate other faculty members to become more active in their colleges and universities. I think it is vital to have increased publicity and communication between the AAUP and the overall faculty. We know that only through mutual respect can any negotiations succeed. No doubt there are many administrations that are reluctant if not averse to recognizing the value the AAUP can have as a viable advocate for increasing faculty influence and improving the quality of the institution. I hope to be able to further this goal and promote a greater understanding among all parties. Therefore, I would like to serve as a Member-at-Large of the State Executive Committee of the PA Division of the AAUP.





Delegate to Assembly of State Conferences Meeting Only:





No nominee, write – in candidate only.





Delegate to Assembly of State Conferences Meeting and AAUP Annual Meeting :





No nominee, write – in candidate only.





Delegate to Assembly of State Conferences Meeting and AAUP Annual Meeting:





No nominee, write – in candidate only.
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Pennsylvania Division, Spring 2010 Election





We are currently holding an election for several officer positions. This election was announced on our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.pa-aaup.org" ��www.pa-aaup.org�, as well as by a postcard sent out to our members via US Mail. The positions up for election are as follows: Vice President/President-elect, Secretary, Treasurer, At-Large Member – Pennsylvania State Executive Committee, as well as three delegates who will attend the Association’s





Continued on Page Two















































